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COOKMAN I TITUTE, one of the chool of the
Freedmen's Aid ociety of the Methodi t Epi copal
Church, wa opened in Jack onville, Fla., in 1872, a

a night school, by Rev. S. B. Darne]], pa tor of the white
Methodist Church in the city. For many years it was the
only school for colored people in the tate.

The institution was named in honor of Rev. Alfred Cookman,
and for thirty-seven year has been a center of Chri tian culture
and training, placing it greatest emphasi upon the,moral and
religiou in truction of it tudents. It influence ha been uch
that not one of its graduate ha ever had hi name upon the
police record, and there never has been a lynchina within th
border of the county in which the chool i located.

It ha been home and church as we]] a a chool for its tu­
dent ~ and its graduate are found in all ection of the outh, in
Africa, and even in the island of the ea. Bishop Grant, one
of the leading colored educators of the South, began to read hi
primer at COOk'lDan. Hon. L. W. Living tone, nited tate
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con ul at Hayti, was among the early graduates of the institute,
and four of the leading colored physician in Jack onville, Fla.,
are numbered among the alumni.

"Business Rating" of Cookman

The 487 tudents of 190 I' pre ent d nearly every county in
Florida and everal counti in outhern Georgia. The co~r
of tud in the in titution i arrang d with pecial recoanition of
it adaptability and ervice to egro youth. tudent completing
it curriculum are admitted to the fr hman clas of th be t
universitie, Jorth and outh. The bu ine ratina of th in ti­
tution i of a high charact r and its affair are condu ted with
prudence and economy. It i a matter of record that no creditor
i obliged to wait a ingle day for the payment of hi bill, and
thi bu in demon tration mean much for the tanding of the
chool among both the white and the colored population. To

the latter it i an example for the people, and it commends the
in titution to the white peopl as one worth' of upport.

"Forty Students taught in a Hole tI

When the di astrou fire wept Jack qnviUe a f w year ago,
the in titute wa in it de troctive path. The Freedmen' Aid

oci ty at once purcha ed til pI' ent ite, which includ eight
acres of high land in th uburb of the city, making an ideal


